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Minor Amendments 
Assessment Report 
As one of the applications for the 2019 Amendment to the Comprehensive Plan and 
Land Use Regulatory Code, the “Minor Amendments” involves minor revisions to the 
One Tacoma Comprehensive Plan and various sections of the Tacoma Municipal Code, 
intended to keep information current, address inconsistencies, correct minor errors, 
increase clarity, and improve provisions that, through implementation of the Plan and 
administration of the Code, are found to be unclear or not fully meeting their intent. 

 

 Project Summary   

Application No.: 2019-07 

Applicant: Planning and Development Services 

Location and Size of Area: Citywide 

Current Land Use and Zoning: Multiple 

Neighborhood Council Area: Citywide 

Staff Recommendation:  N/A 

Date of Report: April 25, 2018 

Project Proposal:  

The scope of the “Minor Amendments” is to be determined. 

 
Issues to be addressed may vary.  As an example, the scope for the previous 
amendment cycle (i.e., 2018 Amendments) included such issues as modifying 
the adoption and amendment procedures (TMC 13.02.045 & .053), correcting 
the referencing to Conditional Use Permit (throughout TMC), aligning text and 
map for Reduced Parking Area (TMC 13.06A.065), and adding a policy 
concerning “unique sites” to the Urban Form and Design and Development 
elements.  
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Section A. Proposed Scope of Work 
1. Area of Applicability 

Citywide. 
 
2. Background  

The “Minor Amendments” is an annual process used by staff to improve the clarity and effectiveness of the One Tacoma 
Comprehensive Plan and the Tacoma Municipal Code (primarily Title 13 – Land Use Regulatory Code).  This is 
accomplished through keeping information current, incorporating legislative revisions, addressing inconsistencies, 
correcting minor errors, and improving confusing or ineffective provisions or standards.  Proposed amendments 
included in the “Minor Amendments” address issues that have been identified by staff, customers of the Planning and 
Development Services Department, the Planning Commission, the City Council, and/or the public.  The “Minor 
Amendments” typically involves amendments that are not substantive enough to rise to the level of a stand-alone 
annual amendment application.  

3. Policy Framework 

As the scope of the “Minor Amendments” is established and individual proposed amendments analyzed, applicable 
supporting provisions of State statutes, case law, regional policies, and/or the Comprehensive Plan will be identified.  

4. Objectives 

Would the proposed amendment achieve any of the following objectives? 
• Address inconsistencies or errors in the Comprehensive Plan or development regulations;  
• Respond to changing circumstances, such as growth and development patterns, needs and desires of the 

community, and the City’s capacity to provide adequate services;  
• Maintain or enhance compatibility with existing or planned land uses and the surrounding development 

pattern; and/or  
• Enhance the quality of the neighborhood. 

Staff Response:  

It is part of the scope of the “Minor Amendments” to address inconsistencies or errors in the Comprehensive Plan or 
development regulations.  Some of the proposed amendments may be included in the scope of work specifically to 
respond to changing circumstances, address compatibility issues, and/or enhance the quality of the neighborhood.   

5. Options Analysis 

It is expected that many proposed amendments in the “Minor Amendments” are straightforward corrections and 
clarifications.  Alternative approaches to addressing certain issues may be needed and will be considered as 
appropriate.  

6. Proposed Outreach  

Outreach for the “Minor Amendments” will include meetings with the Community Council, and depending on the 
issues, with certain Neighborhood Councils and selected stakeholders.  Consultation with the Puyallup Tribe will be 
conducted.  

 



Assessment Report for 2019 Amendments  3 
Application – Minor Amendments (4-25-18) 

7. Impacts Assessment 

Potential impacts, if any, of individual proposed amendments will be identified and analyzed, as appropriate.  

8. Supplemental Information 

None.  

Section B. Assessment 
The applications were reviewed against the following assessment criteria pursuant to TMC 13.02.045:  

1. If the amendment request is legislative and properly subject to Planning Commission review, or quasi-judicial 
and not properly subject to Commission review.  

Staff Assessment: Proposed minor amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and the Tacoma Municipal Code, 
primarily Title 13 – Land Use Regulatory Code, are legislative and properly subject to Planning Commission’s 
review. 

2. If there have been recent studies of the same area or issue, which may be cause for the Commission to decline 
further review, or if there are active or planned projects that the amendment request can be incorporated into. 

Staff Assessment: Issues to be included in the scope of the “Minor Amendments” will be reviewed against this 
criterion during the analysis stage and the scope adjusted accordingly.  

3. If the amount of analysis necessary is reasonably manageable given the workloads and resources of the 
Department and the Commission, or if a large-scale study is required, the amendment request may be scaled 
down, studied in phases, delayed until a future amendment cycle, or declined. 

Staff Assessment: Issues to be included in the scope of the “Minor Amendments” will be reviewed against this 
criterion during the analysis stage and the scope adjusted accordingly.  

 

 


